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HE WHO BELIEVES IN THE SON HAS ETERNAL LIFE; BUT HE WHO DOES NOT
OBEY THE SON WILL NOT SEE LIFE, BUT THE WRATH OF GOD ABIDES ON HIM.
– JOHN 3:36
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The purpose of this course, “More than a God of Grace,” is to prepare the believer to
explain the Gospel to a world that is indifferent / hostile toward the God they will one
day face in judgment.
This study includes the content found within our evangelism booklet; but it is not the
actual booklet itself that one would give to an unbeliever. These booklets may be
purchased from our website (for the cost of printing, handling and shipping) by clicking
on this link: http://www.stewardoftruth.com/products/20/More-Than-a-God-of-Grace
Those sections marked with left and right borders are those included in the evangelism
booklet.
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WHY WE ARE TAKING THIS APPROACH

A Foreign Thought to the Ears of Our Generation
If there is one thing the Church has convinced the world to believe about God, it is that God
loves them. But if there is one thing the Church has failed to convince the world to believe
about God, it is that God hates their sins. To many, the words “hatred” and “God” do not even
belong in the same sentence. The very notion that a loving God would hate anything is a
foreign concept to a generation whose value system demands tolerance, especially when it
comes to something they are doing. Is it any wonder that one of the most common objections
to the Gospel is
HOW COULD A GOD OF LOVE SEND SOMEONE TO HELL?
Why has the Church downplayed such a dominate theme of Scripture, that God hates sin?
Perhaps it is to draw larger crowds onto our church campuses by making the Cross of
Christ less offensive. (A successful ministry is measured in numbers rather than in
faithfulness.)
Perhaps it is to avoid appearing judgmental. (In the name of “grace,” the call to
repentance is dropped.)
Perhaps it is to make the cost of discipleship less demanding. (No change in lifestyle is
expected: “Come to Christ just as you are … and stay just as you are … for as long as
you want.”)
Whatever the reason, the Church has basically removed the warning of judgment from our
presentation of the Gospel; and in doing so, we have erased the whole point of the Death of
Christ. As a result, believers now find themselves offering God’s pardon to a generation that
does not even know they are on death row.
Because of our lopsided portrayal of the God of the Bible, the Church has lulled society into a
sleep of deception. Most have no idea that bowing before an angry Judge is in their future.
Consequently, there is no fear of God … which explains why the world is rapidly spiraling into a
global Sodom and Gomorrah. Rather than causing a sense of shame and guilt, immorality is
now shrugged off by a world of rebels proud of its anti-Biblical value system:
“THERE ARE NO MORAL ABSOLUTES.
WHAT’S RIGHT FOR ME IS RIGHT.
AND WHAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU … IS RIGHT, TOO.”
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So, why are we taking this approach? Why is fully one half of this evangelism booklet focused
on what an unbeliever can expect from an impartial Judge Who is offended by his sins? It is
because this world desperately needs to know that God is more than a God of grace. They
need to know that a day is approaching when they will face this holy and just God in judgment
… that He has already condemned them to an eternal Lake of Fire … and that He plans to
execute that sentence if they do not repent. It is time for the true and living Church to
straighten out the world’s twisted perception of the true and living God.

Trumpet of the Watchman
You and I have the great privilege of telling our generation what they can expect if they repent
of their sins and believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation. But we also have the sobering
responsibility of warning them of what they can expect if they don’t. Our message is not
complete until we warn unbelievers of the eternal consequence of their immoral choices. That
information is not a mere appendage to the Gospel; it is an essential preface to the Good
News. It causes the Cross of Christ to make sense to a world that has the distorted view that
God’s one and only perfection is grace.
AND THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO ME, SAYING, "SON OF MAN, SPEAK TO THE SONS OF YOUR PEOPLE AND SAY
TO THEM, 'IF I BRING A SWORD UPON A LAND, AND THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND TAKE ONE MAN FROM AMONG THEM
AND MAKE HIM THEIR WATCHMAN, AND HE SEES THE SWORD COMING UPON THE LAND AND BLOWS ON THE TRUMPET
AND WARNS THE PEOPLE, THEN HE WHO HEARS THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPET AND DOES NOT TAKE WARNING, AND A
SWORD COMES AND TAKES HIM AWAY, HIS BLOOD WILL BE ON HIS OWN HEAD. HE HEARD THE SOUND OF THE
TRUMPET BUT DID NOT TAKE WARNING; HIS BLOOD WILL BE ON HIMSELF. BUT HAD HE TAKEN WARNING, HE WOULD
HAVE DELIVERED HIS LIFE.
BUT IF THE WATCHMAN SEES THE SWORD COMING AND DOES NOT BLOW THE TRUMPET AND THE PEOPLE ARE NOT
WARNED, AND A SWORD COMES AND TAKES A PERSON FROM THEM, HE IS TAKEN AWAY IN HIS INIQUITY; BUT HIS
BLOOD I WILL REQUIRE FROM THE WATCHMAN'S HAND.'
NOW AS FOR YOU, SON OF MAN, I HAVE APPOINTED YOU A WATCHMAN FOR THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL; SO YOU
WILL HEAR A MESSAGE FROM MY MOUTH AND GIVE THEM WARNING FROM ME.
WHEN I SAY TO THE WICKED, 'O WICKED MAN, YOU WILL SURELY DIE,' AND YOU DO NOT SPEAK TO WARN
THE WICKED FROM HIS WAY, THAT WICKED MAN SHALL DIE IN HIS INIQUITY, BUT HIS BLOOD I WILL REQUIRE
FROM YOUR HAND.
BUT IF YOU, ON YOUR PART, WARN A WICKED MAN TO TURN FROM HIS WAY AND HE DOES NOT TURN FROM
HIS WAY, HE WILL DIE IN HIS INIQUITY, BUT YOU HAVE DELIVERED YOUR LIFE.
NOW AS FOR YOU, SON OF MAN, SAY TO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, 'THUS YOU HAVE SPOKEN, SAYING, "SURELY
OUR TRANSGRESSIONS AND OUR SINS ARE UPON US, AND WE ARE ROTTING AWAY IN THEM; HOW THEN CAN
WE SURVIVE?" '
www.stewardoftruth.com

martin.puryear@stewardoftruth.com

More Than a God of Grace

8

SAY TO THEM, 'AS I LIVE!' DECLARES THE LORD GOD, 'I TAKE NO PLEASURE IN THE DEATH OF THE WICKED,
BUT RATHER THAT THE WICKED TURN FROM HIS WAY AND LIVE. TURN BACK, TURN BACK FROM YOUR EVIL
WAYS! WHY THEN WILL YOU DIE, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL?' " (EZEKIEL 33:1-11)
Those of us who are born of the Spirit of God need to come to grips with something: the blood
of our generation is not on the hands of the anti-Biblical entertainment industry … or the
media … or our politicians … or anyone else whose spiritual eyes are blinded by the demonic
god of this world (2nd Corinthians 4:3-4). They are not the culprits because they are not in
possession of the Truth. But we are. The blood of the unwarned is squarely on the hands of
the Church. We are the salt of the earth. We are the light of the world. We have the Answer.
We know the Truth. And as part of our stewardship of this Truth, we are responsible to warn
the unbelieving community of the danger they are in. Indeed, to be silent in a time of danger is
to speak the language of hatred.

The Tension of the Evangelist
BUT SOME DAYS LATER FELIX ARRIVED WITH DRUSILLA, HIS WIFE WHO WAS A JEWESS, AND SENT FOR PAUL AND
HEARD HIM SPEAK ABOUT FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS. BUT AS HE WAS DISCUSSING RIGHTEOUSNESS, SELF-CONTROL AND
THE JUDGMENT TO COME, FELIX BECAME FRIGHTENED AND SAID, "GO AWAY FOR THE PRESENT, AND WHEN I FIND
TIME I WILL SUMMON YOU." (PAUL BEFORE FELIX: ACTS 24:24-25)
Every evangelist faces a certain tension. To tell a person that the God of grace wants to give
him eternal life is one thing. But to tell a sinner that the God of justice has condemned him to
eternal death and plans to carry out that sentence unless he repents of his disobedience … that
is something else. It is a difficult thing to tell someone that he is a moral criminal facing certain
death. Nevertheless, both truths – God’s justice and God’s mercy – must be fully and clearly
presented … and they must be presented in that order.
UNLESS ONE IS FIRST CONVINCED OF THE JUSTICE OF GOD,
THE GRACE OF GOD WILL MEAN NOTHING TO HIM.
Every Gospel presentation must begin with this warning: “You are in great danger.”
Admittedly, it is not an easy message.

Weighted on the Side of Judgment
"SO, KING AGRIPPA, I DID NOT PROVE DISOBEDIENT TO THE HEAVENLY VISION, BUT KEPT DECLARING BOTH TO THOSE
OF DAMASCUS FIRST, AND ALSO AT JERUSALEM AND THEN THROUGHOUT ALL THE REGION OF JUDEA, AND EVEN TO
THE GENTILES, THAT THEY SHOULD REPENT AND TURN TO GOD, PERFORMING DEEDS APPROPRIATE TO REPENTANCE.
FOR THIS REASON SOME JEWS SEIZED ME IN THE TEMPLE AND TRIED TO PUT ME TO DEATH.” (PAUL BEFORE KING AGRIPPA:
ACTS 26:19-21)
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Dear friends, that is not what the Church has been saying to the lost, that “they should repent
and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance.” What we have done is direct
their attention to God’s “wonderful plan for their lives,” a rather vague (and somewhat
misleading) promise. But we have not warned them that their souls are in danger of eternal
loss. They need to be rescued from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light whether
God’s plan for their lives is political freedom or enslavement, employment or unemployment,
health or illness, liberty or prison, healing or death.
We have, therefore, weighted the first half of this booklet on the side of God’s justice. Will this
offend some people? Yes, it will. In fact, most of them may hate you for warning them.
At the same time, all of them would now have in their possession what the Spirit of God can
use to convince them that their sins have offended God … that He is angry … and that He has
the right, the authority and the power to cast them forever from His Presence into an eternal
prison of death. Now they know the reality of the justice of God. And those who believe that
Truth are going to be considerably bothered about it … and rightly so.
JESUS: “I WILL WARN YOU WHOM TO FEAR: FEAR THE ONE WHO, AFTER HE HAS KILLED, HAS AUTHORITY TO
CAST INTO HELL; YES, I TELL YOU, FEAR HIM!” (LUKE 12:5)
There is nothing wrong with this kind of fear about which Jesus spoke. It is a healthy fear … a
Holy Spirit-generated fear. It is the first step toward salvation. Now they are ready to hear the
rest of the Truth: that God is a God of mercy. When God’s pardon is presented to the one who
knows his soul is in danger … to the one who is willing to do whatever it takes to get the misery
and guilt and fear of condemnation off the back of his conscience, no one will have to twist his
arm into accepting it. He will grab for that Good News … that Marvelous News … that over-thetop Fantastic News … as one who grabs for a life vest on a sinking ship.
And he will cling to it. And he will not let it go.
“Years I spent in vanity and pride, caring not my Lord was crucified, knowing not it was
for me He died on Calvary.”
“By God’s Word – at last – my sin I learned; then I trembled at the Law I’d spurned, till
my guilty soul imploring turned to Calvary.”
“O, the love that drew salvation’s plan! O, the grace that brought it down to man! O,
the mighty gulf that God did span at Calvary.”
“Mercy, there, was great and grace was free.
Pardon, there, was multiplied to me.
There my burdened soul found liberty, at Calvary.”
(At Calvary, lyrics by William R. Newell)
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MORE THAN A GOD OF GRACE
THE WARNING: THE TERROR OF GOD’S JUSTICE

A SHARK IN THE WATER
During the summer of 1972, a friend of mine was a cast member with the outdoor drama, “THE
LOST COLONY.” Because his performances were in the evening, his days were free to enjoy one
of his favorite sports – surfing. The area around Nags Head, North Carolina was known for its
good surfing and had become a popular spot. The rest of this story is recorded in his own
words:
“One day, while I was out in the surf with another cast member, something caught my
attention just under the water’s surface. Looking over my left shoulder, I noticed – not two
feet from me – the dark form of a huge hammerhead shark.
I could clearly see the features of this grotesque shark ... its hideous, protruding eyes staring
right at me. An indescribable feeling of panic and fear gripped me. I realized that I was totally
at the mercy of this aggressive type of shark and could be dead in seconds.
As my friend and I frantically paddled toward shore, I wondered with each stroke if the next
one would be my last. When I reached the beach, I was physically shaking all over. I remember
looking down and seeing my knee caps quivering.
After settling down a bit, I noticed two other surfers about a hundred yards down the beach,
sitting with their boards by their sides. Walking toward them, I wanted to warn them of what I
had just seen.
‘Hey! There’s a huge hammerhead shark out there!’
I was absolutely shocked at their response:
‘You mean he’s still out there?’
They knew the shark had been out there! They had watched me paddle out into the surf; and
yet, they had not bothered to warn me of the danger!
I could have been killed!”
YET, THEY HAD NOT BOTHERED TO WARN ME OF THE DANGER!

***************************
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Tell me. What kind of person would do that … someone who knows you are in danger of losing
your life but does not care enough to warn you? What would you think of an individual who
couldn’t care less if you live or die?
This booklet has been placed in your hands for the sake of your eternal soul. Its purpose is to
warn you of the danger you are in. As you read it though, you should be prepared because I
intend to be lovingly blunt.
But I also intend to present a message of great hope. I want to explain how you can be
delivered from this danger by accepting a priceless gift.
It will end with a choice you have to make.

THE REASON FOR
“A SHARK IN THE WATER”
Most of our evangelism booklets open with this shark illustration. The purpose of this true
story is to convince the reader that our warning of God’s justice is not self-righteous “hate
language” but is, instead,
AN EXPRESSION OF LOVING CONCERN
TOWARD THOSE WHOSE SOULS ARE IN DANGER OF ETERNAL LOSS

We want him to know that we are saying these things, not from a holier-than-thou spirit of
contempt but because we care enough to alert him to the danger he is in.
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WHAT EXACTLY DO YOU BELIEVE ABOUT GOD?
First of all, I would like to ask you some questions about your own religious views:
Do you believe in a personal “god” (i.e., a “higher power” that is more than a force, one who
has intellect, emotions, and a will)?
Do you believe in life after death (“heaven,” “paradise,” “the world to come” … some place you
would go after you die)?
If so, what must a person do to be able to go to this place after he dies? How does he get
there?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Up to this point in your life, how certain are you that you have done all that you believe you
must do?
*
*
*
*

Completely certain that I have
Mostly certain that I have
I’m not sure if I have or not
I’m sure that I have not

How certain are you that you will do – until the day you die – all that you believe you must do?
*
*
*
*

Completely certain that I will
Mostly certain that I will
I’m not sure if I will or not
I’m sure that I will not

What do you believe will happen to you on the day of your death if you do not keep the
requirements you listed?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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There is a way to know for certain what will happen to you after you die … and it has nothing to
do with obeying a set of rules.

THE REASON FOR
“WHAT EXACTLY DO YOU BELIEVE ABOUT GOD?”
We Begin with Questions
1) There are certain believers who seem to have a wonderful, God-given ability to steer any
conversation into a presentation of the Gospel. But for most of us, this does not come
easily. We simply “lack the knack” of converting a secular discussion into a spiritual one.
Asking questions can help. That’s because most people do not mind (and some really
enjoy) giving their opinions about things, especially when it comes to religion. Questions
are a natural way to draw the individual into a discussion about eternity.
2) Furthermore, an individual is more likely to participate in a “religious conversation” if we
begin with his belief system, not ours. To ask someone, “What exactly do you believe?”,
communicates respect for him. (Even though we may reject his belief system, we should
still acknowledge his dignity as one created in the image of God.)
3) Moreover, if we enter into the conversation as a listener instead of a lecturer, we are less
likely to come across as “superior,” an offensive attitude that often accompanies the most
well-intentioned evangelist.
“This is what I believe; and you should believe this, too.
That’s because what you believe is probably wrong; but what I believe is right.
So, be quiet and listen to what I have to say.”
Of course, no one would say that; but it is possible to come across in this way. When we
take time to listen carefully to what the other person has to say, he is more likely to listen
carefully to what we have to say.
4) With the first four questions, we are trying to gain insight into what the individual believes.
Is he an atheist? Is he a Muslim? Is he a Jehovah’s Witness? Just what is he? In a short
period of time, we can become oriented to his world view so that we might know better
how to address him.
5) The full force of these questions comes when we ask him to compare what he believes he
must do to go to heaven with what he is actually doing. Does his life “measure up,” not to
our standard but to his own standard?
“In order to go to heaven, I believe I must obey the Ten Commandments.”
www.stewardoftruth.com
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“Do you obey the Ten Commandments?”
“No, not all of them.”
“Since you have not done what you said you must do to go to heaven, what
will happen to you on the day of your death?”
The main purpose of these introductory questions is to help the reader trace his belief
system to its logical conclusion. Once he is shown that his own works-based righteousness
is impossible to attain, he is more likely to listen to our message of a faith-based
righteousness. IF the Spirit of God is at work in his heart, the resulting sense of despair will
make our message of God’s grace something he wants to grab hold of.

His Personal Belief System
To be sure, it is helpful to have some understanding as to what the major world religions
believe about salvation. At the same time, though, it is not necessary for one to be thoroughly
acquainted with the theology of each religion before he can witness to their disciples. Most
who follow a certain belief system (including Christianity) do not have a detailed, systematic
knowledge of that religion’s theology. In fact, many will combine the doctrine their leaders
teach with their own personal views. (For example, a person raised in a Mormon home may
have also added bits and pieces of New Age humanism to his “bag of beliefs.”)
That is why the brief survey at the beginning of this booklet does not ask, “What exactly does
your religion teach about God?” Rather, it asks, “What exactly do you believe about God?” He
may not be able to tell you in detail what he is supposed to believe; but he will be able to tell
you – with sincerity – what he actually believes. And that is what we are after … his personal
belief system.
So, if your ministry involves addressing crowds of people, populated by those who hold to
various world views, you will, of course, need to spend significant time acquainting yourself
with the doctrines of these different religions.
But if your evangelistic efforts are usually one-on-one, then for every one hour you invest
learning about Islam or Mormonism, it is advisable to spend one hundred hours studying the
Word of God. Instead of saturating our minds with Satan’s lies, we need to give our minds over
to God’s Truth. This is a wiser way to prepare ourselves to discern and address the many
deceptions that permeate our world.

www.stewardoftruth.com

martin.puryear@stewardoftruth.com

More Than a God of Grace

15

WHAT YOU MAY NOT REALIZE
Perhaps you are familiar with these three religious holidays: Christmas, Good Friday and Easter
Sunday:
Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Jesus.
Good Friday is a reflection upon His death.
And Easter Sunday is a celebration of His physical resurrection from the dead.
What you may not realize is that, taken together, these three events – the birth, death and
resurrection of Jesus – provide the means of escape from the greatest danger you will ever
face in your life: an eternity separated from God.

A SURE AND PRESENT DANGER
IT IS A TERRIFYING THING TO FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE LIVING GOD. (HEBREWS 10:31)
Dear reader, you have a problem. Out of all the problems you will ever face, this one is the
most serious.
YOU HAVE BROKEN THE MORAL LAWS OF A HOLY GOD
YOU HAVE SINNED … AND (CONTINUALLY) FALL SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD. (ROMANS 3:23)
Do not be deceived. What is “right” and what is “wrong” is not determined by the sway of
society. Moral law is based on the character of the Divine law-giver, One Who is not constantly
changing in order to “fit into” the ever-changing values of your culture. Moral law does not
change because God does not change.
Nor are you on good terms with God because “We are all God’s children.” Nothing could be
further from the truth. You are not God’s child. You are not even His friend. The fact is
YOU ARE A MORAL CRIMINAL IN THE SIGHT OF AN IMPARTIAL JUDGE

… AND HE IS ANGRY
Yes, it is true: God is a God of love. It is equally true that God is a God of justice. As a God of
love, He wants what is best for you. But as a God of justice, He hates the immoral acts you
have committed … and He plans to deal with every one of them. His justice demands it.
A day is coming when you will stand in judgment before the God you have offended … and not
one of your moral crimes will escape His notice. At that time He will compare your life with His
Own moral perfections … you will be found guilty of capital offenses that carry the death
penalty … and you will be condemned to die.
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… THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH. (ROMANS 6:23)
I am not telling you this because I hold you in contempt. I am telling you this because I care
enough to warn you. You are in great danger. Because of your moral failures, you are on
“death row,” facing the wrath of a just God.
BECAUSE OF YOUR STUBBORNNESS AND UNREPENTANT HEART YOU ARE STORING UP WRATH FOR YOURSELF
IN THE DAY OF WRATH AND REVELATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT OF GOD, WHO WILL RENDER TO
EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS. (ROMANS 2:5-6)
A day is coming when your soul will be thrown into an eternal prison. This prison is known in
the Bible as Hell. And there, you will suffer the wrath of God forever.

HELL: THE FULL MEASURE OF GOD’S WRATH … FOREVER
I (JESUS) WILL WARN YOU WHOM TO FEAR: FEAR THE ONE WHO, AFTER HE HAS KILLED, HAS AUTHORITY TO
CAST INTO HELL; YES, I TELL YOU, FEAR HIM! (LUKE 12:5)
Your situation could not be worse. According to the Bible, Hell is (something like) a “lake” that
burns with (something similar to) “fire and brimstone (burning sulfur).”
BUT FOR THE COWARDLY AND UNBELIEVING AND ABOMINABLE AND MURDERERS AND IMMORAL PERSONS
AND SORCERERS AND IDOLATERS AND ALL LIARS, THEIR PART WILL BE IN THE LAKE THAT BURNS WITH FIRE
AND BRIMSTONE, WHICH IS THE SECOND DEATH. (REVELATION 21:8)
Whether this description of Hell has used literal or figurative language, either way, it refers to a
real place. And there, you will remain conscious … your torment will never cease … you will
never know rest … and there is no hope of escape.
AND THE SMOKE OF THEIR TORMENT GOES UP FOREVER AND EVER; THEY HAVE NO REST DAY AND NIGHT.
(REVELATION 14:11)

This is not an idle threat. It is a promise coming from One Who cannot lie. Because you have
violated the moral laws of God, you are going to suffer
THE PENALTY OF ETERNAL DESTRUCTION, AWAY FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD
AND FROM THE GLORY OF HIS POWER (2ND THESSALONIANS 1:9)

There is only one thing that can satisfy the anger of this God of justice; and that one thing is
not an apology from you. Nor is it your promise to try harder to live better. The only thing
that can satisfy the anger of a holy and just God is death.
… THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH. (ROMANS 6:23)
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THE REASON FOR
“WHAT YOU MAY KNOW”
“A SURE AND PRESENT DANGER”
“HELL: THE FULL MEASURE OF GOD’S WRATH … FOREVER”
Why Do People Reject the Gospel?
We, the Church, have been entrusted with an extraordinary message that has the ability to
make a moral criminal righteous in the sight of a holy God. The Gospel is, indeed, “Good
News” because it provides the only hope man has for deliverance from eternal death.
Thank God for His matchless grace! Given our situation, this message could not be any better
than it is! Everything about it is over-the-top fantastic! So, why in the world would anyone
reject “the Good News”?
COULD IT BE BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT CONVINCED OF THE BAD NEWS?

The Starting Point of Evangelism Has Nothing to Do with Jesus
Somewhere along the way I picked up the belief that a person is condemned by God because
2

he rejected Christ’s Death on his behalf. But that is not true. The reason an individual is
sentenced to eternal death is because he is a moral criminal. His violations of God’s Law are
capital crimes. And capital crimes call for capital punishment.
… THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH.

(ROMANS 6:23)

According to this verse, the sins of man make him worthy of death. That would be true
whether God sent His Son to die in his place or not. This sobering fact is where evangelism
must begin. One must understand that he is – already – a condemned criminal under the
death sentence of an all-knowing, just and impartial Judge. If he does not grasp this truth, he
will not understand why Jesus was executed for him … nor will he care.
DEAR FRIENDS, THE GRACE OF GOD MEANS NOTHING TO A PERSON
WHO DOES NOT FIRST TREMBLE AT THE JUSTICE OF GOD
But the one who is convinced (by the Spirit of God) that his sins have placed him in great
danger will grab for the Cross of Christ as a drowning man would grab for a life preserver …
and he will cling to the mercy of God …
and he will never let it go.
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’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!
(Amazing Grace, lyrics by John Newton)
This, therefore, is the starting point of evangelism: to call upon the reader to pause and reflect
upon the danger of his situation.

2

3

3

The reason the sinner is condemned to Hell is because he is a moral criminal. The reason
he is not saved from Hell is because he rejects the Work of Jesus Christ on the Cross.
Many turn to God in a time of personal crisis. And to be sure, that is what it often takes to
get our attention. But we should never lead a person to Christ
so that his broken marriage will be restored,
so that his financial situation will improve or
so that he will be delivered from a “life or death” situation.
Salvation does not promise to correct any of these problems. In fact, the decision to
identify oneself with Jesus Christ may even cause some of these problems:


a marriage turns sour because one spouse gets saved … but the other one does not



a new believer is fired from his job because he will no longer follow the unethical
business practices of his employer



one is martyred because of his new faith

Salvation does not promise to improve the circumstances of one’s life. They might get
better. They might not. Either way, if one turns to Christ to better his situation, he has
missed the whole point of the Crucifixion.
Faith in the Death and Resurrection of Christ promises to make one who is dead in his sins
forever alive in Christ. That is the guarantee of the rebirth: to alter one’s eternal destiny
from Hell to Heaven. It is when an individual – convicted of his sins – turns to the Cross of
Christ for deliverance from eternal death that true salvation takes place, whether his
marriage or his finances or his health is restored or not.
www.stewardoftruth.com
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THIS MEANS YOU CANNOT SAVE YOURSELF
Going through the motions of a religion – any religion – will not satisfy the penetrating justice
of God. You can
*
*
*
*
*

attend a church / observe the rituals of Christianity
attend a synagogue / observe the rituals of Judaism
attend a mosque / observe the rituals of Islam
attend a pagoda (vihara, stupa, wat) / observe the rituals of Buddhism
perform a puja / observe the rituals of Hinduism

… yet none of this can help you. Millions upon millions of religious people – representing all of
the world’s belief systems – will suffer eternal death because they tried to “make up” for their
crimes against God by performing the duties of a religion.
GOD HAS NOT SENTENCED YOU TO LIVE A RELIGIOUS LIFE
HE HAS SENTENCED YOU TO DIE
Nor can you calm the anger of God by obeying some system of law such as:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

the New Testament / the teachings of Christ and His apostles
the Golden Rule
the Sermon on the Mount
the Jewish Scriptures / the teachings of Judaism
the Ten Commandments
the Quran / the teachings of Islam
the Tripitaka (and Sutra) / the teachings of Buddhism
the Vedas and the Upanishads / the teachings of Hinduism

No code of conduct – taught by any religion – can help you.
GOD HAS NOT SENTENCED YOU TO OBEY A SET OF MORAL RULES
HE HAS SENTENCED YOU TO DIE
Nor will serving others satisfy the justice of God. You can
*
*
*
*
*
*

love your spouse
love your children
perform community service
volunteer for humanitarian relief
work to preserve the environment
be a responsible citizen
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* serve in the military
* die for your country …
… but being a good person – or trying to be a better one – is not going to solve your problem.
As far as God is concerned,
ALL (YOUR) RIGHTEOUS DEEDS ARE LIKE A FILTHY GARMENT. (ISAIAH 64:6)

GOD HAS NOT SENTENCED YOU TO A LIFE OF SELFLESS SERVICE
HE HAS SENTENCED YOU TO DIE
THE ONLY THING THAT CAN SATISFY THE WRATH OF A HOLY AND JUST GOD IS DEATH
… THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH. (ROMANS 6:23)
But there is good news! No, there is exceedingly magnificent news … news of freedom from
the misery of spiritual bondage … news of living water that quenches the thirst of a dry soul …
news that floods a broken and empty life with never-ending joy … news of deliverance from
eternal death! The God Who demands your death is offering you His pardon.
FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD,
THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON,
THAT WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM
SHALL NOT PERISH,
BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. (JOHN 3:16)

THE REASON FOR
“THIS MEANS YOU CANNOT SAVE YOURSELF”
The obvious point of this section is to convince the reader that his religious life and / or his
good works are not the solution to his problem. It is to drive home the sobering truth that God
has not sentenced him to
live a religious life
or obey a set of moral rules
or live a selfless life serving others.
He has sentenced him to die.
THE ONLY THING THAT CAN SATISFY THE WRATH OF A HOLY AND JUST GOD IS DEATH.
Once the reader grasps his helpless situation, he is prepared to grab hold of the Death of Christ
on his behalf as the one and only Solution to his problem.
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THE GOSPEL: THE RELIEF OF GOD’S MERCY
FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD
According to the Bible, God loves the entire world: every race, every nation, every peoplegroup, every tribe … every person. But notice the kind of world He loves:
GOD DEMONSTRATES HIS OWN LOVE TOWARD US … WHILE WE WERE YET SINNERS … WHILE WE WERE (HIS)
ENEMIES. (ROMANS 5:8, 10)
The world that God loves is not a world of His friends. Rather, it is a world of His enemies … a
world of rebels who are hostile toward Him … who reject – with utter contempt – His good and
wholesome will for their lives. The very ones God loves are those who shake their fist at Him,
even as He offers to give them what their hearts long for … but cannot find: life that is
abundant and eternal.
Such is the depth of the love of God, a love that moved Him to rescue even His enemies from
their danger of death. How did He show such love?

HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON
The deliverance God offers you is not through an organized religion … or a house of worship …
… or a set of religious duties … or a religious ritual. The salvation God offers you is through a
Person.
GOD DEMONSTRATES HIS OWN LOVE TOWARD US, IN THAT WHILE WE WERE YET SINNERS, CHRIST DIED FOR
US. (ROMANS 5:8)
God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die the death you deserve. He had His Own Son nailed to a
Roman Cross to pay for the moral crimes you committed against Him. This is the magnitude of
God’s love for you.
Jesus Christ was born to be your Substitute in death …
to be executed in your place …
to die so you would not have to.
THIS IS THE WHOLE POINT OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST
To whom will God give so great a salvation?
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WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM
The salvation of God is offered to everyone. No exceptions. His mercy toward you is higher
than the heavens; and His grace is greater than all your sins combined … past, present and
future. All of them. Not one of your sins is too great to exclude you from this invitation:
"COME TO ME, ALL WHO ARE WEARY AND HEAVY-LADEN … AND YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.”
(MATTHEW 11:28-29)

All are invited to receive the salvation of God by trusting in the Person of Jesus Christ. All are
welcome to be restored to God.
WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED. (ROMANS 10:13)

My dear friend, are you able to hear this?
THE ONLY WAY YOU CAN ESCAPE THE WRATH OF GOD
IS TO DEPEND UPON THE DEATH OF CHRIST JESUS
TO SERVE AS PAYMENT FOR YOUR SINS AGAINST GOD
Jesus Christ is your only hope.
I (JESUS) AM THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE; NO ONE COMES TO THE FATHER BUT THROUGH ME.
(JOHN 14:6)

THERE IS SALVATION IN NO ONE ELSE; FOR THERE IS NO OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN
AMONG MEN BY WHICH WE MUST BE SAVED. (ACTS 4:12)
Those who depend on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation …

SHALL NOT PERISH
A just Judge will not execute two persons for the crimes committed by one person. Likewise,
God will not punish anyone who embraces Christ’s Death as the Payment for his moral crimes.
Those sins have already been paid for – once and for all – on the Cross of Christ.
THEREFORE THERE IS NOW NO CONDEMNATION (NO PUNISHMENT)
FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN CHRIST JESUS. (ROMANS 8:1)
The One Who cannot lie has given you His Word: He will rescue anyone who receives – by faith
– His free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ. Because of Christ’s death on the cross, He has
promised to pardon the believing one – fully and forever – from the capital punishment of Hell.
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And there is more good news! In place of eternal death, the believer …
SHALL HAVE ETERNAL LIFE
We know that God accepted Jesus’ death on your behalf because He raised Him from the dead.
(God would not have raised a liar from the dead.)
The bodily resurrection of Jesus is an historical event. Over 500 eyewitnesses saw the
resurrected Christ (1st Corinthians 15:4-8), many of whom died martyrs’ deaths rather than
change their testimony.
This means that the One Who walked out of the tomb is able to give you eternal life.
NO RELIGIOUS LEADER WHO DECOMPOSED IN HIS GRAVE
CAN GIVE YOU ETERNAL LIFE

HOW CAN SOMEONE WHO IS STILL DEAD GIVE YOU LIFE?
Those who depend upon the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ to be their Savior are promised that
they, too, will one day be raised from the dead and be given eternal life.
JESUS SAID, "I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE; HE WHO BELIEVES IN ME … WILL HAVE ETERNAL LIFE,
AND I MYSELF WILL RAISE HIM UP ON THE LAST DAY.” (JOHN 11:25, 6:40)
THE REASON FOR
“JOHN 3:16”
This brings us to the Good News. The Crucifixion of Jesus Christ is God’s loving solution to
man’s deadly problem. The sacrificed body of Christ is where the justice of God and the mercy
of God meet.
The justice of God can be seen at the Cross of Christ because God demands death as
payment for one’s sins.
The mercy of God can be seen at the Cross of Christ because God sent a Substitute to
die in place of the moral criminal.
Now those who are under the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit are ready to receive the
Good News of their deliverance. Now the death of Christ will make more sense. Now it will be
more meaningful. Set against the negative backdrop of the sinner’s condemnation is the
Father’s wonderful provision of a Substitute’s death.
… AND HE HIMSELF BORE OUR SINS IN HIS BODY ON THE CROSS.
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How can anything … anything … generate more relief, more gratitude, more joy and more
worship in the hearts of those who – once condemned – are now free from sin’s guilt and
curse!

I BEG YOU TO LISTEN
Your situation could not be more serious. Therefore, with loving firmness and compassion, you
have been warned. (To have remained silent in a time of danger would have been an act of
hatred.)
Dear reader, there’s a shark in the water. Your immoral acts have made you the object of
God’s wrath. Someone must die for your sins. The justice of God demands it. You can depend
upon the Death of Christ to be the Payment for your sins … or you can pay for those sins
yourself. But one of you must die for your moral crimes.
It does not have to be you. If you repent of your evil deeds and depend on the risen One Who
died for you, you will be rescued from eternal death to live forever in the presence of God.
His pardon is right in front of you. The time for this decision is now. (No one is guaranteed
another heartbeat, much less a deathbed.) Whether or not you accept God’s offer of salvation
is entirely your choice.
WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO WITH THE CROSS OF CHRIST?

THE REASON FOR
“I BEG YOU TO LISTEN”
The tone of this conclusion is that of urgency, mixing the despair of judgment with the hope of
deliverance. It then ends with an appeal for him to make a decision. Will he choose to pay for
his own sins or will he trust in Christ’s death to serve as Payment for those sins?
WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO WITH THE CROSS OF CHRIST?
No sample prayer is provided to help the reader cry out for God’s mercy. If his soul is truly
under the conviction of the Spirit of God, he will need no coaching to help him structure such a
plea. The raw, fervent appeal of one who truly fears the judgment of God will be heard by the
One Who is listening more to his heart than his words, whether those words are refined or
rough.
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FURTHER HELPS
PERHAPS YOU HAVE THESE QUESTIONS
1) Why do you believe that Jesus is God? (Jehovah’s Witness / Muslim)
Jesus made a number of claims:
He claimed to be God: John 5:18 / compare John 8:58 with Exodus 3:14 / John 10:30-31
/ John 14:9
He claimed to have abilities only God has: (1) to have authority to forgive sin (Mark 2:57) … (2) to be all-powerful (Revelation 1:8) … (3) to be all-knowing (John 1:47-48) … and
(4) to be present everywhere (Matthew 28:19-20).
He made promises only God can fulfill: (1) to send the Holy Spirit (John 15:26) … (2) to
raise the dead (John 5:21, 25) … and (3) to judge all men (John 5:22, 27).
But the fact is, anyone can claim to be something he is not. We believe that Jesus is God
because the claims He made were validated by performing miracles that only God can perform.
To name only a few,
Jesus (1) fed thousands of people with only a few fish and loaves of bread (Mark 6:3544) … (2) walked on water (Mark 6:47-52) … (3) healed the sick (Mark 1:30-34) … and (4)
raised the dead (John 11:38-44).
That is the purpose of miracles … to validate the message and the messenger. Throughout
Biblical history, God’s servants have preached certain messages to certain audiences: “God
told me to tell you to follow me out of Egypt” or “God told me to tell you to repent of your sins
or He will discipline you.” To prove that these messages were, indeed, from God, the prophet
would perform a miracle by the power of God.
Jesus’ message, “I am your God and Savior,” is to be believed because these claims were
validated by the power of God. God would not validate a liar.
Furthermore, we believe that Jesus is God because those who knew Him personally taught
that:
Jesus is God: Titus 2:13, Hebrews 1:3, 8
Jesus has abilities only God has: He (1) created the universe (Colossians 1:16) … (2) has
authority over all things (Ephesians 1:22) … and (3) has every attribute that belongs to
God the Father (Colossians 2:9)
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Jesus made promises only God could fulfill: He (1) will judge all men (Acts 17:31) … and
(2) will transform the saints’ bodies into glorified states (Philippians 3:21)
These same men claimed to have seen the resurrected Christ and willingly died for that belief
rather than change their testimonies. Their martyrdoms validated their testimonies of the
deity of Jesus. No one would die for what they thought was a lie.

2) How can you believe in a God Who would send people to Hell? That is unfair. (Mormon)
The God of the Bible is a God of perfect love. He is also a God of perfect justice. He loves the
moral criminal, but He hates his sins. And He cannot, as a just Judge, simply dismiss the
rebellion of those who have broken His moral laws. If He did, He would not be just.
In the sight of an infinitely holy God, sin is a capital crime. And capital crimes call for capital
punishment. Death is exactly what we deserve. The justice of God is fair.
What is not fair is that God would send a righteous Person to be executed so that moral
criminals could be pardoned. Jesus Christ did not deserve to die. We are the ones who
deserve to die. In perfect justice, God sentenced us to death. And with magnanimous mercy,
God sent a Substitute to die in our place.
If we want to challenge the fairness of God, then we should challenge His mercy, not His
justice. There is nothing “fair” about the mercy of God. (If we “deserved” mercy, then it would
not be mercy.) The question is not, “Why would God send moral rebels to Hell?” because that
is what we deserve. The truly baffling question is, “Why would a holy God provide a Way for
sinners to enter into the realms of Paradise?”
Everything about Hell is fair. But there is nothing fair about Heaven.

3) Crime deserves punishment. But no crime deserves an eternal punishment!
If a man were to hit another man in the face with his fist, he might be arrested on charges of
assault and battery and sentenced to spend time in a county jail. But if that same man were to
hit the President of the United States in the face with his fist, that man would face felony
charges and spend time in a federal penitentiary. It is one thing to attack a citizen. It is quite a
different matter to attack the one holding the highest office of a nation.
In both cases the crime was the same: striking an individual with one’s fist. The degree of
punishment, however, was different, based upon the civil worth of the victim. (The human
worth of both is the same since both are created in the image of God; but the civil worth of the
latter is greater, being much higher in national authority.)
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If we move up the chain of authority to the eternal God of the universe, punishment for
breaking His Law deserves an eternal consequence, based upon His infinite worth. Any crime
against an eternal God deserves an eternal punishment. To make the punishment anything
less than eternal is to lessen the worth of the Victim, the King of kings and Lord of lords.
It is not the crime itself that determines the depth of punishment. It is the Person against
Whom the crime is committed.

THE REASON FOR
“PERHAPS YOU HAVE THESE QUESTIONS”
At this point a word or two about the use of apologetics in evangelism is in order.
First of all, I was drawn to the Lord through the subject of Biblical prophecy. At first, I was
intrigued about prophecy itself. But as I continued to respond favorably to what the Bible had
to say, the purpose of Christ’s Death on the Cross suddenly made sense. Having “grown up in
church,” I had heard the Gospel many times; but it was not until that moment that I
understood – for the first time – that I could not earn my way into heaven … that I deserved to
die because of my sins … and that Christ had taken my place in Death that I might be rescued
from it. When I reflect back on that time, I now know that I would not have responded in faith
to the Gospel if the Spirit of God had not opened my eyes to its truths.
With that said, there is something we must clearly understand about the use of apologetics in
evangelism:
APOLOGETICS CAN TAKE A PERSON ONLY SO FAR IN THE SALVATION PROCESS.

Apologetics offers proof to the unbeliever that the Christian faith is not an ignorant faith. It is
an intelligent faith. And if he is teachable, his intellect can be satisfied on a number of fronts:
that there is a God … that Jesus is God … that the Bible is God’s Word … that the Bible we have
today is true to the original manuscripts … that this earth was created in six, 24-hour days … to
name a few. One’s mind can be convinced of all these things (and much more). But when it
comes to salvation, a satisfied intellect is not good enough.
At some point, the unbeliever must be confronted about the eternal consequence of his sins.
He must be told of the pardon that God offers him through the Cross of Christ. And he must
depend upon that Sacrifice to save him from eternal death. Salvation is the bedrock issue; and
until he believes in Christ to be rescued from this death, this individual is headed for Hell and
will be taking his inquiring mind with him. Not one person has ever entered the Kingdom of
God “by grace through logic.” Indeed, it is possible for one to have all his questions answered
and still be unwilling to repent.
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On the other hand, if a person is under the conviction of the Spirit of God, he will not have to
have all his questions answered before he is willing to repent of his sins. He will readily turn to
the sin-Bearer to be relieved of his empty, fearful, misery-filled soul; and he will do so without
any reservation.
To those of you who have little interest in learning everything there is to know about a logical
defense of the Christian faith, you should never, ever feel unqualified to share the Gospel
because you are not well-versed in apologetics. You do not have to possess the ability to
defend the faith against every possible objection before you can share how the resurrected
Christ has changed your life. In fact, a changed life is probably the greatest defense of the
faith!
It is my personal belief that many of those who seek to discredit God and His Word with logic
have no intention of trusting Christ for salvation no matter how solid our defense of the faith
is. Many arguments are nothing more than a smokescreen that hides a scoffing heart and robs
the apologist of time and energy. The sooner we can distinguish those who are sincere in their
search from those who are not, the sooner we can walk away from a discussion that, in reality,
is going nowhere. According to Jesus, there are times to withhold further truth from those
who prove themselves unworthy to receive additional Light.
DO NOT GIVE WHAT IS HOLY TO DOGS, AND DO NOT THROW YOUR PEARLS BEFORE SWINE, OR THEY WILL
TRAMPLE THEM UNDER THEIR FEET, AND TURN AND TEAR YOU TO PIECES. (MATTHEW 7:6)
Nevertheless, there are individuals out there who do have sincere questions about the Christian
faith. They do not have an argumentative spirit; they simply are wondering about our belief
system and would like for someone to address these issues. This is especially true for those
who have grown up under other belief systems. It is for these inquirers that this section,
“Perhaps You Have These Questions,” is given in the back of each booklet. Its purpose is to
address some of the reader’s concerns that often surface during evangelism.
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CONTACT INFORMATION
My first name:

_________________________________

My church’s name:

_________________________________

My church’s telephone number:

_________________________________

PERHAPS YOU HAVE FURTHER QUESTIONS
If you have further questions, visit www.gotquestions.org
If you would like to know Jesus as Lord and Savior, visit www.chataboutjesus.com
If you would like to download a free Bible for your phone, visit www.mardel.com/bible (You
may want to begin by reading the Gospel of Luke)
If you would like to download free discipleship materials, visit www.stewardoftruth.com
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APPENDIX A
THE STARTING POINT OF EVANGELISM HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH JESUS
HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHY PEOPLE REJECT “THE GOOD NEWS”?
COULD IT BE BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT CONVINCED OF THE BAD NEWS?
The next time you board a plane, take some time to observe what your fellow travelers are
doing while the steward is reviewing the procedures to follow in case of an emergency (the
location of the nearest exit, what to do in the event of a sudden decrease in cabin pressure,
using your seat as a flotation device, etc.).
Many are not paying any attention to these instructions. They may be reading The Wall Street
Journal. They may be looking out the window or talking to their travel companion. Some may
have already begun to get some sleep. But many are not listening to the directions they should
follow in a life-and-death situation.
Now imagine yourself on a plane cruising over the Atlantic Ocean when, all of a sudden, the
plane lurches downward at an angle, the lights begin to flicker, the cabin begins to fill with
smoke, oxygen masks begin to tumble out of their bins, the plane begins to shake violently, and
you look out your window to see one of the engines engulfed in flames. When the co-pilot’s
voice is heard over the intercom, do you think he would have the passengers’ undivided
attention?
Hearing emergency instructions while parked on the tarmac is one thing. Listening to those
same directives while preparing for a crash landing is a different matter. If the steward began
handing out life vests with the plane on the ground, they would either be refused or received
with indifference. But if he began handing them out as the pilot prepared for an emergency
landing on the surface of the ocean, they would be grabbed for … and clung to.
For someone to listen – really listen … carefully … intently … with undivided attention – to
instructions on how he can be saved from death, he must first be convinced that he is in
imminent danger of dying. Otherwise, the warning will fall on indifferent ears.
This holds true when it comes to presenting the Gospel to the lost. The evangelist must begin
with a careful and full explanation of the problem before he introduces the solution to the
problem. That is, the unbeliever must be convinced that he, a moral criminal, has violated the
laws of a holy God and, consequently, lies under a death sentence. Otherwise, he will not care
if the Judge he has offended sent His Son to die in his place or not.
THE GRACE OF GOD MEANS NOTHING TO A PERSON
WHO DOES NOT FIRST TREMBLE AT THE JUSTICE OF GOD

www.stewardoftruth.com

martin.puryear@stewardoftruth.com

More Than a God of Grace

31

To present God’s pardon to one who does not first understand that he has been condemned to
eternal death is to hand a life vest to a person who thinks he is standing on dry ground. Thus,
the starting point of evangelism is not God’s pardon through Jesus. It is God’s justice.

THE JUSTICE OF GOD
Somewhere along the way I picked up the belief that a person deserves to go to Hell because
he rejects the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross. But that is not true. The reason he
deserves to go to Hell is because he is a moral criminal in the sight of a holy God. He has
broken the righteous laws of a divine Judge. These violations against God are capital offenses;
and capital offenses deserve capital punishment.
The fact is we all deserve the Lake of Fire because of our sins. That would be true whether God
sent His Son to die for those sins or not.

1

THEREFORE, THE FIRST TRUTH A PERSON MUST BELIEVE TO BE SAVED
HAS TO DO WITH THE JUSTICE OF GOD
His wickedness and God’s justice is the starting point. And for the one who is condemned, the
justice of God is a terrifying thing.
I SAY TO YOU, MY FRIENDS, DO NOT BE AFRAID OF THOSE WHO KILL THE BODY AND AFTER THAT HAVE NO
MORE THAT THEY CAN DO. BUT I WILL WARN YOU WHOM TO FEAR: FEAR THE ONE WHO, AFTER HE HAS
KILLED, HAS AUTHORITY TO CAST INTO HELL; YES, I TELL YOU, FEAR HIM! (LUKE 12:4-5)

1

The reason the sinner deserves to go to Hell is because he is a moral criminal. The reason
he is not saved from the Hell he deserves is because he rejected the Work of Jesus Christ on
the Cross.
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APPENDIX B
OTHER QUESTIONS ANSWERED
The following issues are addressed (pages 33 – 47) to further equip you to answer some
questions often raised while doing evangelism:
1)

How can you say there is only one God when you believe in the Trinity?

(Jehovah’s Witness /

Muslim)

2)

Can God choose to do evil?

3)

In Mark 10:17 why did Jesus ask, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God
alone.” Is He not refusing the title of deity here? (Jehovah’s Witness)

4)

If Jesus is GOD, then why in Mark 12:29 did He say, “HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS
ONE LORD.” The words “our God” indicate that Jesus had a higher God over him. He did
not say “your God,” He said “our God” which makes Jesus a part of God’s creation.
(Muslim)

5)

In John 5:19 why did Jesus say that He could only do those things that He saw the Father
do? (Jehovah’s Witness)

6)

If Jesus is God, why did He say in John 14:28 that the Father was greater than He? (Jehovah’s
Witness)

7)

If Jesus is God, why did He pray to God in John 17? (Jehovah’s Witness)

8)

Hasn’t the New Testament been corrupted? (Muslim)

9)

Why is it necessary for Jesus to die for our sins? (Muslim)

10) Why do you believe that salvation is by faith alone? (Muslim)
11) Don’t you want to be with your family in the hereafter? (Mormon)
12) Don’t you believe we need prophets today? (Mormon)
The Fulfillment of Messianic Prophecies from the Jewish Scriptures
13) Messiah will come from the line of Judah, son of Jacob, son of Isaac, son of
Abraham (Jewish)
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14) Messiah will come from the line of David (Jewish)
15) Messiah will be born of a virgin (Jewish)
16) Messiah will be born in Bethlehem (Jewish)
17) Messiah will be announced by a forerunner (Jewish)
18) Messiah will be a Prophet (Jewish)
19) Messiah will ride into Jerusalem on a donkey (Jewish)
20) Messiah will be scourged (Jewish)
21) Messiah will be horribly disfigured (Jewish)
22) Messiah will bear the world’s sins (Jewish)
23) Messiah’s hands and feet will be pierced (Jewish)
24) Messiah will be ridiculed (Jewish)
25) None of Messiah’s bones will be broken (Jewish)
26) Soldiers will gamble for Messiah’s clothing (Jewish)
27) Messiah will be resurrected from the dead (Jewish)

1)

How can you say there is only one God when you believe in the Trinity?

The Bible clearly teaches that there is only one God. It also clearly teaches that this one God
exists in three Persons: as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
The Trinity is not three gods. It is three Persons sharing one divine essence … “three Whos
having one what.”
To be sure, trying to wrap our minds around the Trinity is like trying to wrap a two-inch piece
of string around the planet Jupiter. But isn’t that what we should expect? Should we not
expect the greatness of God to far exceed our ability to comprehend Him? If we could fully
understand God, He would not be much of a God. He would be just as finite as are our minds.
For the one, true God to exist in three Persons is an incomprehensible truth we will simply
have to accept.
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Can God choose to do evil?

No, God cannot choose to do evil. God is incapable of acting in a manner contrary to His Own
nature; and His nature is holy. (He cannot break His Own Law because His Law is based upon
His character.)
This brings us to a separate – but related – issue. The secularist has no objective grounds upon
which “evil” can even be established. (His use of the terms “evil” or “good” are relative to
changing norms.)
For example, if it is socially (or even religiously) acceptable to beat your wife in Iran,
does that mean that beating your wife in Iran is OK? If 51% of a society believes that
child pornography or rape is acceptable, does that mean that child pornography or rape
is no longer “evil”?
We should not be naïve. What was considered immoral 25 years ago is now considered the
new normal. Without an absolute standard – independent of one’s changing government … or
changing society … or changing culture … or even one’s own changing belief system – what is
good or bad, right or wrong, evil or not evil becomes as unstable as shifting sand. And when
that happens – when evil becomes relative to the dictates of an individual (or group) – the
door is open for complete chaos to eventually destroy social order. (No one has the right to
destroy order by making morality relative.)
So, for one who believes that morality is relative to ask the question, “Can God choose to do
evil?” the obvious answer is, “What is evil?” It is a moot issue, for how can one answer a
question when we cannot even settle on what evil is? (What evil is to you may not be evil to
me.) But for the Biblicist, the answer is, “No, He can’t. God’s actions are based upon His
unchanging character. And His character is righteous … and just … and pure … and holy. Evil is
a violation of His character.”

3)

In Mark 10:17 why did Jesus ask, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except
God alone.” Is He not refusing the title of deity here?

In this passage a rich, young man has just asked Jesus a question:
GOOD TEACHER, WHAT SHALL I DO TO INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE?

(MARK 10:17)

Masterfully, Christ responds with (not one but) two profound truths: one concerns His deity
(“Why do you call Me good?”), the other concerns the sinful nature of man (“No one is good
except God alone.”)
“Why do you call Me good?”
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By this question Jesus is not denying His deity. He is confronting this young man with a probing
question,
“By calling Me ‘good,’ do you believe that I am God (because only God is good)?”
It turns out that this young man considered Jesus to merely be a good man. But Jesus does not
leave him (or us) with that option. If Jesus is not God, then Jesus is a sinful man. Only God is
good.
“No one is good except God alone.”
In approaching the “good teacher,” this young man wanted to find out how he, too, could be
good enough to inherit eternal life.
GOOD TEACHER, WHAT SHALL I DO TO INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE?
This man does not understand that he can never be righteous enough to satisfy God’s demand
of perfection. To make that point, Jesus lists some of the Law’s commands he would have to
obey to earn eternal life.
DO NOT MURDER … DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY … DO NOT STEAL … DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS … DO
NOT DEFRAUD … HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER. (MARK 10:19)
At this point an honest person would admit that these commandments are impossible to obey
perfectly. But when this self-righteous man said that he had kept all of these laws, Jesus
confronts him with a revealing challenge:
ONE THING YOU LACK:

GO AND SELL ALL YOU POSSESS AND GIVE TO THE POOR. (MARK 10:21)

This man was rich. And when told to sell all his possessions, he was confronted with another of
the Ten Commandments he was failing to keep and unwilling to repent:
DO NOT COVET.

(EXODUS 20:17)

But instead of crying out to Jesus for mercy, he
WENT AWAY GRIEVING, FOR HE WAS ONE WHO OWNED MUCH PROPERTY” (MARK 10:22)

With this interchange, Jesus sought to bring this young man to a certain confession of belief:
“Yes, it is true: only God is good. That is why I called You ‘good’ … because I believe
You are God. I need You to have mercy on me because I am not good enough to save
myself. Only God can save me; and You are God.”
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Either Jesus is the God of holiness or He is a sinful man. But He does not leave us with the
option of being merely a good man. Jesus is calling upon this young man to acknowledge His
deity and his own need for the mercy of God. And He is calling upon you to do the same thing.

4)

If Jesus is GOD, then why in Mark 12:29 did He say,
HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD.

The words “our God” indicate that Jesus had a higher God over him. He did not say “Your
God,” He said “our God” which makes Jesus a part of God’s creation.
In addition to being God, the Bible teaches that Jesus is also a man. He is the God-Man. And
because He is fully (100%) divine and fully (100%) human, Jesus has both a human nature and a
divine nature. Certain passages of the Bible focus on His divine nature while other passages
emphasize His human nature.
When He speaks as the eternal Son of God, He makes Himself equal with the Father. (“I
and the Father are one.”)
But when He speaks as the Son of Man, He subordinates Himself to the Father ("My
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will." –
Matthew 26:39)
When Jesus quoted Mark 12:29, He was speaking as the Son of Man. For a verse to emphasize
Jesus’ human nature takes nothing away from His having a divine nature.

5)

In John 5:19 why did Jesus say that He could only do those things that He saw the Father
do?
THEREFORE JESUS ANSWERED AND WAS SAYING TO THEM, "TRULY, TRULY, I SAY TO YOU, THE SON CAN DO
NOTHING OF HIMSELF, UNLESS IT IS SOMETHING HE SEES THE FATHER DOING; FOR WHATEVER THE FATHER
DOES, THESE THINGS THE SON ALSO DOES IN LIKE MANNER. (JOHN 5:19)

This verse beautifully highlights both the human and divine natures of Jesus.
As the perfect Man, Jesus was the Father’s representative on earth. Here, the Son of
Man is claiming to be perfectly submissive to the will of the Father (“ THE SON CAN DO
NOTHING OF HIMSELF UNLESS IT IS SOMETHING HE SEES THE FATHER DOING”).
As the Son of God, He is also claiming to be able to do what only God can do (“IN LIKE
MANNER”).
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If Jesus is God, why did He say in John 14:28 that the Father was greater than He?

YOU HEARD THAT I SAID TO YOU, “I GO AWAY, AND I WILL COME TO YOU.” IF YOU LOVED ME, YOU WOULD HAVE
REJOICED BECAUSE I GO TO THE FATHER, FOR THE FATHER IS GREATER THAN I. (JOHN 14:28)
As God the Son, Jesus shares the same nature as God the Father. But as a man, He voluntarily
placed Himself in a subordinate position of obedience to the Father (as His Bond-Slave).
ALTHOUGH HE EXISTED IN THE FORM OF GOD, (JESUS) DID NOT REGARD EQUALITY WITH GOD A THING TO
BE GRASPED, BUT EMPTIED HIMSELF, TAKING THE FORM OF A BOND-SERVANT, AND BEING MADE IN THE
LIKENESS OF MEN. BEING FOUND IN APPEARANCE AS A MAN, HE HUMBLED HIMSELF BY BECOMING
OBEDIENT TO THE POINT OF DEATH, EVEN DEATH ON A CROSS. (PHILIPPIANS 2:6-8)
John 14:28 focuses on Jesus’ human nature; but in doing so, it takes nothing away from Jesus’
divine nature.

7)

If Jesus is God, why did He pray to God in John 17?
BUT

WE DO SEE

HIM

WHO WAS MADE FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS, NAMELY, JESUS,

BECAUSE OF THE SUFFERING OF DEATH CROWNED WITH GLORY AND HONOR, SO THAT BY THE GRACE OF GOD

HE MIGHT TASTE DEATH FOR EVERYONE.

(HEBREWS 2:9)

The Lord Jesus Christ is God (see above, “Why Do You Believe That Jesus Is God?”). To describe
Him as being “made for a little while lower than the angels” means that He was given a human
body. (He needed a human body to be able to die for the sins of man.) Therefore, Jesus is
100% God and 100% man. He is the God-Man … fully divine, fully human.
Because Jesus is both God and man, He has two natures: one is human, the other is divine.
(Certain passages of the Bible focus on His divine nature while other passages emphasize His
human nature.) The reason God the Son prayed to God the Father (John 17) is because, as a
man, Jesus was dependent on the Father.
That a verse emphasizes Jesus’ human nature does not take anything away from His having a
divine nature.

8)

Hasn’t the New Testament been corrupted?

The New Testament is an ancient book with over 5,000 portions of its earliest copies in
existence. Comparing these surviving manuscripts with one another, the consistency between
them proves that the purity of the text in our possession has remained intact.
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But were there not copyists’ errors?
During the first few centuries of the Church Age, the original manuscripts were copied by hand
over and over in three separated regions of the North African / Middle Eastern world. If the
first region’s copies read, “Paul went to town,” and the second region’s copies read, “Paul went
to town,” and the third region’s copies read, “Peter went to town,” it can be safely determined
that the original manuscript read, “Paul went to town.” That is, even if there were a copyist’s
error in one region’s manuscripts, the other two regions’ texts ensured that the manuscript we
have today is true to the original. This maintained the purity of the original manuscripts.
Any remaining copyists’ errors do not affect any major Christian doctrine.

The testimony of the Quran
The Quran itself states that certain books of the Bible were given by God:
And We did certainly give Moses the Torah and followed up after him with messengers.
And We gave Jesus, the son of Mary, clear proofs and supported him with the Pure Spirit.
(Sura 2:87)
He has sent down upon you, [O Muhammad], the Book in truth, confirming what was
before it. And He revealed the Torah and the Gospel. (Sura 3:3)
Indeed, We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], as We revealed to Noah and the
prophets after him. And we revealed to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, the
Descendants, Jesus, Job, Jonah, Aaron, and Solomon, and to David We gave the book [of
Psalms]. (Sura 4:163)
And We sent, following in their footsteps, Jesus, the son of Mary, confirming that which
came before him in the Torah; and We gave him the Gospel, in which was guidance and
light and confirming that which preceded it of the Torah as guidance and instruction for
the righteous. (Sura 5:46)
If the Quran cannot be corrupted, then these passages from Sura stand true. And what these
statements say is that all “the prophets after Noah” received their writings from God. Explicitly
mentioned are the books of the Torah: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy (Moses) … Job … Psalms (David) … Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of
Solomon (Solomon) … Jonah … and the Gospel (as recorded by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John).
Therefore, according to the Quran itself, these writings were given to man by the one, true God
(i.e., according to the Quran, the Bible is divine revelation.) And God’s purpose for this divine
revelation is to reveal Himself to man.
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It is the belief of the true and living Church that this one, true God is quite capable of
protecting the integrity of the writings He took such great care to give to man. And Jesus
states in the Gospel:
I

AM THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE; NO ONE COMES TO THE

FATHER

BUT THROUGH

ME.

(JOHN 14:6)

HEAVEN AND EARTH WILL PASS AWAY, BUT MY WORDS WILL NOT PASS AWAY.

(MATTHEW 24:35)

According to Jesus, His words are as valid today as when they were first spoken. And what He
says is this: “NO ONE COMES TO THE FATHER BUT THROUGH ME.”

9)

Why is it necessary for Jesus to die for our sins?

In the sight of an infinitely holy God, sin is a capital crime. And capital crimes call for capital
punishment. Someone has to die for our moral crimes. This is the purpose of the Cross of
Christ. God sent His Son to die in our place … as our Substitute … so we would not have to.
But why did God have to become a Man to die this death? A sinful (impure) life cannot be
used to pay for the moral crimes of man. The only kind of life God will accept as payment for
sin is a sinless (pure) life. And the only man Who has ever lived a sinless life is the God-Man,
Jesus the Righteous.
YOU WERE NOT REDEEMED WITH PERISHABLE THINGS LIKE SILVER OR GOLD FROM YOUR FUTILE WAY OF LIFE
INHERITED FROM YOUR FOREFATHERS, BUT WITH PRECIOUS BLOOD, AS OF A LAMB UNBLEMISHED AND
SPOTLESS, THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. (1 PETER 1:18-19)
ST

How do we know that God accepted the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ as Payment for our sins?
Because God raised Him from the dead unto eternal life. (God would not have raised a false
teacher.)
HE

WHO WAS DELIVERED OVER BECAUSE OF OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, AND WAS RAISED BECAUSE OF OUR

JUSTIFICATION. (ROMANS 4:25)

How do we know Jesus was raised from the dead? Because He was seen by over 500 people
who provided eye-witness accounts of the resurrection. If this evidence were not true, it could
have been easily discredited by asking these alleged “eyewitnesses” still living at the time this
letter was written.
(JESUS) WAS RAISED ON THE THIRD DAY ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES … AFTER THAT HE APPEARED TO
MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED BRETHREN AT ONE TIME, MOST OF WHOM REMAIN UNTIL NOW, BUT SOME HAVE
FALLEN ASLEEP. (1 CORINTHIANS 15:4-6)
ST
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10) Why do you believe that salvation is by faith alone?
God is perfect in righteousness. Consequently, He demands perfect righteousness from man.
YOU ARE TO BE PERFECT, AS YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER IS PERFECT.

(MATTHEW 5:48)

But man cannot meet this demand of perfection. It is impossible for us to earn God’s favor,
even with the best of our efforts.
ALL OUR RIGHTEOUS DEEDS ARE LIKE A FILTHY GARMENT.

(ISAIAH 64:6)

But the God of righteousness is also a God rich in mercy. In mercy God gave man a way to be
rescued from eternal death, a way that has nothing to do with our performance.
HE SAVED US, NOT ON THE BASIS OF DEEDS WHICH WE HAVE DONE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT ACCORDING TO
HIS MERCY. (TITUS 3:5)
The righteousness that makes man right in God’s sight is not earned by good works. The
righteousness God accepts is, instead, a gift given – by God – to those who place their faith in
Christ Jesus.
(I DO) NOT (HAVE) A RIGHTEOUSNESS OF MY OWN DERIVED FROM THE LAW, BUT THAT WHICH IS THROUGH
FAITH IN CHRIST, THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH COMES FROM GOD ON THE BASIS OF FAITH. (PHILIPPIANS 3:9)
If it were left up to us to gain God’s favor by our own works of perfection, no one could be
saved. Thank God, salvation is by faith and not by works.
FOR BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED THROUGH FAITH; AND THAT NOT OF YOURSELVES, IT IS THE GIFT OF
GOD; NOT AS A RESULT OF WORKS, SO THAT NO ONE MAY BOAST. (EPHESIANS 2:8-9)

11) Don’t you want to be with your family in the hereafter?
Truth is not determined by what we want Truth to be. Truth is established by the wisdom of
God, not by the desire of man.
Furthermore, according to Jesus Christ, God’s Truth is revealed in God’s Word. This means that
any teaching that contradicts the Bible is false.
YOUR WORD IS TRUTH.
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So, if we want to know what happens to us after death, we need to pay close attention to what
the Bible has to say about it. The Word of God tells us that deceased family members who had
trusted in Christ’s Death to pay for their sins are now with the Lord in Paradise.
WE ARE OF GOOD COURAGE, I SAY, AND PREFER RATHER TO
HOME WITH THE LORD. (2 CORINTHIANS 5:8)

BE ABSENT FROM THE BODY AND TO BE AT

ND

On the other hand, deceased family members who had rejected the Gospel are now in Hades
(see below, Luke 16:19-31). (Whether we want Hades to exist or not is entirely irrelevant.)
It is worth noting that the greatest missionary appeal recorded in all of Scripture was made
from Hades.
THERE

WAS A RICH MAN, AND HE HABITUALLY DRESSED IN PURPLE AND FINE LINEN, JOYOUSLY LIVING IN

SPLENDOR EVERY DAY.

AND A POOR MAN NAMED LAZARUS WAS LAID AT HIS GATE, COVERED WITH SORES.

NOW THE POOR MAN DIED AND WAS CARRIED AWAY BY THE ANGELS TO ABRAHAM'S BOSOM; AND THE RICH
MAN ALSO DIED AND WAS BURIED. IN HADES HE LIFTED UP HIS EYES, BEING IN TORMENT, AND SAW
ABRAHAM FAR AWAY AND LAZARUS IN HIS BOSOM. AND HE CRIED OUT AND SAID, “FATHER ABRAHAM …
I BEG YOU THAT YOU SEND (LAZARUS) TO MY FATHER'S HOUSE – FOR I HAVE FIVE BROTHERS – IN ORDER
THAT HE MAY WARN THEM, SO THAT THEY WILL NOT ALSO COME TO THIS PLACE OF TORMENT." (LUKE 16:19-20,
22-24, 27-28)

According to this passage, if there are any family members in Hades, they themselves do not
want us to join them in their “hereafter.”
The answer to the question, “Don’t you want to be with your family in the hereafter?” depends
on where they are. Most certainly, a true believer would want his entire family to spend
eternity together in heaven. But what we want our relatives to do with the Gospel of Christ
and what our relatives actually do with it are not necessarily the same thing.

12) Don’t you believe we need prophets today?
If by the term “prophet” you mean one who urges the Church to obey the will of God as already
recorded in the Bible, then yes, we do need prophets for that. God has given gifted men to His
Church to proclaim His written Word:
AND HE GAVE SOME AS APOSTLES, AND SOME AS PROPHETS, AND SOME AS EVANGELISTS, AND SOME AS
PASTORS AND TEACHERS, FOR THE EQUIPPING OF THE SAINTS FOR THE WORK OF SERVICE, TO THE BUILDING
UP OF THE BODY OF CHRIST. (EPHESIANS 4:11-12)
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If by the term “prophet” you mean one who receives additional revelation from God that
provides guidance for the Church, then no, we do not need prophets for that. At the very
beginning of Her existence, the infant Church was given every truth She needed for guidance
and godliness.
GRACE AND PEACE BE MULTIPLIED TO YOU IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD AND OF JESUS OUR LORD; SEEING
THAT HIS DIVINE POWER HAS (ALREADY) GRANTED TO US EVERYTHING PERTAINING TO LIFE AND GODLINESS,
THROUGH THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM WHO CALLED US BY HIS OWN GLORY AND EXCELLENCE.
(2ND PETER 1:2-3, PARENTHESIS ADDED)

If by the term “prophet” you mean one who provides the believer with the ability to understand
the revealed will of God (the Bible), then no, we do not need prophets for that. On the Day of
Pentecost, the Church was given the Holy Spirit for that purpose:
WHEN HE, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, COMES, HE WILL GUIDE YOU INTO ALL THE TRUTH; FOR HE WILL NOT
SPEAK ON HIS OWN INITIATIVE, BUT WHATEVER HE HEARS, HE WILL SPEAK; AND HE WILL DISCLOSE TO YOU
WHAT IS TO COME. (JOHN 16:13)
THE THOUGHTS OF GOD NO ONE KNOWS EXCEPT THE SPIRIT OF GOD. NOW WE HAVE RECEIVED, NOT THE
SPIRIT OF THE WORLD, BUT THE SPIRIT WHO IS FROM GOD, SO THAT WE MAY KNOW THE THINGS FREELY
GIVEN TO US BY GOD. (1 CORINTHIANS 2:11-12)
ST

THE MESSIAH: GOD’S PROMISE TO ISRAEL
(FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM)
From its earliest history, the Jewish people have been waiting for their prophesied Messiah. It
would be this Messiah that would usher in the blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant:
1) a large land mass stretching from the Nile River to the Euphrates River (Genesis 12:1;
15:18)
2) a population explosion rivaling the number of stars in the heavens (Genesis 12:2; 15:5)
3) and abundant material, social and political blessings (Genesis 12:2)
According to the Jewish Scriptures, when the Messiah appears on the world stage, He would
fulfill certain “Messianic prophecies.” While some of these prophecies portrayed Him as a
humble, suffering servant, others presented Him as a glorified, reigning king. So the question
became, “Just what kind of Person will our Messiah be?”
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When Jesus of Nazareth arrived on the scene, certain of these Messianic prophecies were
fulfilled while others were left unfulfilled. This led the Jewish nation, led by their religious
leadership, to adopt the view that Jesus was an imposter. After all, Jesus never ascended to
the throne of David, one of the prerequisites of the Messiah.
But according to the writings of His closest followers, the two different descriptions of Messiah
were to be understood as two distinct and separate appearances, separated by a gap of time.
To serve as the Deliverer from spiritual oppression, the Messiah first came as God’s Sacrifice
for sin. Sometime later, He would return to deliver the world from political oppression and
physical destruction.
We, the Church, believe that Jesus is the Israeli Messiah. We believe that, at the time of His
first Appearing, He fulfilled all the prophecies describing Messiah as a suffering Sacrifice for sin.
We also believe that this same Jesus, resurrected from His sacrificial Death, will return to fulfill
all the prophecies that describe Messiah as a reigning King.
The following fulfilled prophecies are presented as only a sample of the proof that Jesus of
Nazareth is your promised Messiah.

13) Messiah will come from the line of Judah, son of Jacob, son of Isaac, son of Abraham
THE SCEPTER SHALL NOT DEPART FROM JUDAH, NOR THE RULER'S STAFF FROM BETWEEN
COMES, AND TO HIM SHALL BE THE OBEDIENCE OF THE PEOPLES. (GENESIS 49:10)

HIS FEET, UNTIL SHILOH

ABRAHAM WAS THE FATHER OF ISAAC, ISAAC THE FATHER OF JACOB, AND JACOB THE FATHER OF JUDAH AND
HIS BROTHERS. JUDAH WAS THE FATHER OF PEREZ AND ZERAH BY TAMAR, PEREZ WAS THE FATHER OF
HEZRON, AND HEZRON THE FATHER OF RAM (AND SO ON TO) … JACOB WAS THE FATHER OF JOSEPH THE
HUSBAND OF MARY, BY WHOM JESUS WAS BORN, WHO IS CALLED THE MESSIAH. (MATTHEW 1:2-3, 16, PARENTHESIS
ADDED)

14) Messiah will come from the line of David
WHEN YOUR DAYS ARE COMPLETE AND YOU LIE DOWN WITH YOUR FATHERS, I WILL RAISE UP YOUR DESCENDANT
AFTER YOU, WHO WILL COME FORTH FROM YOU, AND I WILL ESTABLISH HIS KINGDOM. HE SHALL BUILD A HOUSE FOR
MY NAME, AND I WILL ESTABLISH THE THRONE OF HIS KINGDOM FOREVER ... YOUR HOUSE AND YOUR KINGDOM
SHALL ENDURE BEFORE ME FOREVER; YOUR THRONE SHALL BE ESTABLISHED FOREVER. (2 SAMUEL 7:12-13, 16)
ND

THE RECORD OF THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS THE MESSIAH, THE SON OF DAVID, THE SON OF ABRAHAM …
(MATTHEW 1:1)
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15) Messiah will be born of a virgin
THEREFORE THE LORD HIMSELF WILL GIVE YOU A SIGN: BEHOLD, A VIRGIN WILL BE WITH CHILD AND BEAR A SON,
AND SHE WILL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL. (ISAIAH 7:14)
SHE WILL BEAR A SON; AND YOU SHALL CALL HIS NAME JESUS, FOR HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR
SINS. NOW ALL THIS TOOK PLACE TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN BY THE LORD THROUGH THE PROPHET:
"BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME
IMMANUEL," WHICH TRANSLATED MEANS, "GOD WITH US." (MATTHEW 1:21-23)

16) Messiah will be born in Bethlehem
BUT AS FOR YOU, BETHLEHEM EPHRATHAH, TOO LITTLE TO BE AMONG THE CLANS OF JUDAH, FROM YOU ONE WILL
GO FORTH FOR ME TO BE RULER IN ISRAEL. HIS GOINGS FORTH ARE FROM LONG AGO, FROM THE DAYS OF ETERNITY.
(MICAH 5:2)

JOSEPH ALSO WENT UP FROM GALILEE, FROM THE CITY OF NAZARETH, TO JUDEA, TO THE CITY OF DAVID
WHICH IS CALLED BETHLEHEM, BECAUSE HE WAS OF THE HOUSE AND FAMILY OF DAVID, IN ORDER TO
REGISTER ALONG WITH MARY, WHO WAS ENGAGED TO HIM, AND WAS WITH CHILD. WHILE THEY WERE
THERE, THE DAYS WERE COMPLETED FOR HER TO GIVE BIRTH. AND SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HER FIRSTBORN SON.
(LUKE 2:4-7)

17) Messiah will be announced by a forerunner
A VOICE IS CALLING, "CLEAR THE WAY FOR THE LORD IN THE WILDERNESS; MAKE SMOOTH IN THE DESERT A HIGHWAY
FOR OUR GOD.” (ISAIAH 40:3)
“BEHOLD, I AM GOING TO SEND MY MESSENGER, AND HE WILL CLEAR THE WAY BEFORE ME. AND THE LORD, WHOM
YOU SEEK, WILL SUDDENLY COME TO HIS TEMPLE; AND THE MESSENGER OF THE COVENANT, IN WHOM YOU DELIGHT,
BEHOLD, HE IS COMING," SAYS THE LORD OF HOSTS. (MALACHI 3:1)
FOR THIS (JESUS) IS THE ONE REFERRED TO BY ISAIAH THE PROPHET WHEN HE SAID, "THE VOICE OF ONE
CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, 'MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT!' "
(MATTHEW 3:3)

18) Messiah will be a Prophet
THE LORD YOUR GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM AMONG YOU, FROM YOUR COUNTRYMEN,
YOU SHALL LISTEN TO HIM. THIS IS ACCORDING TO ALL THAT YOU ASKED OF THE LORD YOUR GOD IN HOREB ON THE
DAY OF THE ASSEMBLY, SAYING, “LET ME NOT HEAR AGAIN THE VOICE OF THE LORD MY GOD, LET ME NOT SEE THIS
GREAT FIRE ANYMORE, OR I WILL DIE.” THE LORD SAID TO ME, “THEY HAVE SPOKEN WELL. I WILL RAISE UP A
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PROPHET FROM AMONG THEIR COUNTRYMEN LIKE YOU, AND I WILL PUT

MY WORDS IN HIS MOUTH, AND HE SHALL

SPEAK TO THEM ALL THAT I COMMAND HIM.” (DEUTERONOMY 18:15-18)

…

AND THAT

HE

MAY SEND JESUS, THE

MESSIAH

APPOINTED FOR YOU, WHOM HEAVEN MUST RECEIVE

UNTIL THE PERIOD OF RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS ABOUT WHICH GOD SPOKE BY THE MOUTH OF HIS HOLY
PROPHETS FROM ANCIENT TIME.

MOSES SAID, “THE LORD GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME
FROM YOUR BRETHREN; TO HIM YOU SHALL GIVE HEED TO EVERYTHING HE SAYS TO YOU. AND IT WILL BE
THAT EVERY SOUL THAT DOES NOT HEED THAT PROPHET SHALL BE UTTERLY DESTROYED FROM AMONG THE
PEOPLE.” (ACTS 3:20-23)

19) Messiah will ride into Jerusalem on a donkey
REJOICE GREATLY, O DAUGHTER OF ZION! SHOUT IN TRIUMPH, O DAUGHTER OF JERUSALEM! BEHOLD, YOUR KING
IS COMING TO YOU. HE IS JUST AND ENDOWED WITH SALVATION, HUMBLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON
A COLT, THE FOAL OF A DONKEY. (ZECHARIAH 9:9)
AS THEY APPROACHED JERUSALEM, … (JESUS) SENT TWO OF HIS DISCIPLES, AND SAID TO THEM, "GO INTO
THE VILLAGE OPPOSITE YOU, AND IMMEDIATELY AS YOU ENTER IT, YOU WILL FIND A COLT TIED THERE, ON
WHICH NO ONE YET HAS EVER SAT; UNTIE IT AND BRING IT HERE” ... THEY BROUGHT THE COLT TO JESUS AND
PUT THEIR COATS ON IT; AND HE SAT ON IT. AND MANY SPREAD THEIR COATS IN THE ROAD, AND OTHERS
SPREAD LEAFY BRANCHES WHICH THEY HAD CUT FROM THE FIELDS. THOSE WHO WENT IN FRONT AND THOSE
WHO FOLLOWED WERE SHOUTING: "HOSANNA! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.
BLESSED IS THE COMING KINGDOM OF OUR FATHER DAVID. HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST!" (MARK 11:1-2, 7-10)

20) Messiah will be scourged
BUT HE

WAS PIERCED THROUGH FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS,

HE

WAS CRUSHED FOR OUR INIQUITIES.

THE

CHASTENING FOR OUR WELL-BEING FELL UPON HIM, AND BY HIS SCOURGING WE ARE HEALED. (ISAIAH 53:5)

PILATE THEN TOOK JESUS AND SCOURGED HIM.

(JOHN 19:1)

21) Messiah will be horribly disfigured
JUST AS MANY WERE ASTONISHED AT YOU, MY PEOPLE, SO HIS APPEARANCE WAS MARRED MORE THAN ANY MAN;
AND HIS FORM MORE THAN THE SONS OF MEN. (ISAIAH 52:14)
THEN THEY SPAT IN HIS FACE AND BEAT HIM WITH THEIR FISTS. AND OTHERS SLAPPED HIM, AND SAID,
"PROPHESY TO US, YOU MESSIAH; WHO IS THE ONE WHO HIT YOU?" (MATTHEW 26:67-68)
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22) Messiah will bear the world’s sins
HE WAS DESPISED AND FORSAKEN OF MEN, A MAN OF SORROWS AND ACQUAINTED WITH GRIEF. AND LIKE ONE FROM
WHOM MEN HIDE THEIR FACE HE WAS DESPISED, AND WE DID NOT ESTEEM HIM. SURELY OUR GRIEFS HE HIMSELF
BORE, AND OUR SORROWS HE CARRIED. YET WE OURSELVES ESTEEMED HIM STRICKEN, SMITTEN OF GOD, AND
AFFLICTED. BUT HE WAS PIERCED THROUGH FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS; HE WAS CRUSHED FOR OUR INIQUITIES.
THE CHASTENING FOR OUR WELL-BEING FELL UPON HIM, AND BY HIS SCOURGING WE ARE HEALED. (ISAIAH 53:3-5)
THE NEXT DAY (JOHN THE BAPTIZER) SAW JESUS COMING TO HIM AND SAID, "BEHOLD, THE LAMB OF GOD
WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD! (JOHN 1:29)
HE

MADE

HIM

WHO KNEW NO SIN TO BE SIN ON OUR BEHALF, SO THAT WE MIGHT BECOME THE

RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN HIM. (2ND CORINTHIANS 5:21)

23) Messiah’s hands and feet will be pierced
FOR DOGS HAVE SURROUNDED ME; A BAND OF EVILDOERS HAS ENCOMPASSED ME. THEY PIERCED MY HANDS AND
MY FEET. (PSALMS 22:16)
THEY TOOK JESUS, THEREFORE, AND HE WENT OUT, BEARING HIS OWN CROSS, TO THE PLACE CALLED THE
PLACE OF A SKULL, WHICH IS CALLED IN HEBREW, GOLGOTHA. THERE THEY CRUCIFIED HIM, AND WITH HIM
TWO OTHER MEN, ONE ON EITHER SIDE, AND JESUS IN BETWEEN. (JOHN 19:17-18)

24) Messiah will be ridiculed
BUT I AM A WORM AND NOT A MAN, A REPROACH OF MEN AND DESPISED BY THE PEOPLE. ALL WHO SEE ME SNEER
AT ME. THEY SEPARATE WITH THE LIP, THEY WAG THE HEAD, SAYING, "COMMIT YOURSELF TO THE LORD; LET HIM
DELIVER HIM. LET HIM RESCUE HIM, BECAUSE HE DELIGHTS IN HIM." (PSALMS 22:6-8)
IN THE SAME WAY THE CHIEF PRIESTS ALSO, ALONG WITH THE SCRIBES AND ELDERS, WERE MOCKING HIM
AND SAYING, "HE SAVED OTHERS; HE CANNOT SAVE HIMSELF. HE IS THE KING OF ISRAEL. LET HIM NOW
COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS, AND WE WILL BELIEVE IN HIM. HE TRUSTS IN GOD; LET GOD RESCUE HIM
NOW, IF HE DELIGHTS IN HIM, FOR HE SAID, 'I AM THE SON OF GOD.' " (MATTHEW 27:41-43)
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25) None of Messiah’s bones will be broken
I CAN COUNT ALL MY BONES. THEY LOOK, THEY STARE AT ME.

(PSALMS 22:17)

SO THE SOLDIERS CAME, AND BROKE THE LEGS OF THE FIRST MAN AND OF THE OTHER WHO WAS CRUCIFIED
WITH HIM; BUT COMING TO JESUS, WHEN THEY SAW THAT HE WAS ALREADY DEAD, THEY DID NOT BREAK
HIS LEGS ... FOR THESE THINGS CAME TO PASS TO FULFILL THE SCRIPTURE, "NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL BE
BROKEN." (JOHN 19:32-33, 36)

26) Soldiers will gamble for Messiah’s clothing
THEY DIVIDE MY GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR MY CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS.
THEN

THE SOLDIERS, WHEN THEY HAD CRUCIFIED JESUS, TOOK

HIS

(PSALMS 22:18)

OUTER GARMENTS AND MADE FOUR

PARTS, A PART TO EVERY SOLDIER AND ALSO THE TUNIC.

NOW THE TUNIC WAS SEAMLESS, WOVEN IN ONE
SO THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER, "LET US NOT TEAR IT, BUT CAST LOTS FOR IT, TO DECIDE WHOSE IT
SHALL BE." THIS WAS TO FULFILL THE SCRIPTURE: THEY DIVIDED MY OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM,
PIECE.

AND FOR MY CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS. (JOHN 19:23-24)

27) Messiah will be resurrected from the dead
YOU

WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO

SHEOL;

NOR WILL

YOU

ALLOW

YOUR HOLY ONE

TO UNDERGO DECAY.

(PSALM 16:10)

THE ANGEL SAID TO THE WOMEN, "DO NOT BE AFRAID; FOR I KNOW THAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR JESUS
WHO HAS BEEN CRUCIFIED. HE IS NOT HERE, FOR HE HAS RISEN, JUST AS HE SAID. COME, SEE THE PLACE
WHERE HE WAS LYING.” (MATTHEW 28:5-6)
BRETHREN, I MAY CONFIDENTLY SAY TO YOU REGARDING THE PATRIARCH DAVID (AUTHOR OF PSALM 16) THAT HE
BOTH DIED AND WAS BURIED, AND HIS TOMB IS WITH US TO THIS DAY. AND SO, BECAUSE HE WAS A
PROPHET AND KNEW THAT GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT ONE OF HIS DESCENDANTS

ON HIS THRONE, HE LOOKED AHEAD AND SPOKE OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE MESSIAH, THAT HE WAS
NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID HIS FLESH SUFFER DECAY. (ACTS 2:29-31, PARENTHESIS ADDED)
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